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oA 1.

Self-Operating Napkin by Rube Goldberg

@mzsso& BUTTS waALkS IN HIS SLEEP,
STROLLS THROUGH A CACTUS FIELD IN HIS
BARE FEET, AND SCREAMS OUT AN IDEA FOR A
SELF-OPERATING NAPKIN e

You RAISE spoon oF sour(A) To Your
MOUTH IT PuLLS STRING (B) THEREBY JERKING
LADLE (C) WHICH THRows CRAckeR. (D) pasT
PARROT (B)- DARROT JUMPS AFTER CRACKER AND
PERCH(PF) TILTS, LPSETTING SEEDS (B)iNTo PaL(H).
BxTRA WEIGHT IN PaiL PuLLs coro(D) whicH
OPENS AND LIGHTS AUTOMATIC CIGAR LIGHTER,(J),
SETTING OFF sikcv-RockeT (K) WHICH cavses
sickLE (L) To cur STRING (M)AND ALLOW
PENDULUM WITH ATTACHED NAPKIN TO SWING
BACK AND FORTH THEREBY WIPING OFF YOUR

HIN o
XFTEQ THE MEAL, SLUBSTITUTE A HARMONICA
FOR THE MNAPKIN AND YOU'LL BE ABLE TO
ENTERTAIN THE GUESTS WITH A LITTLE
MUSIC.

Artwork Copyright © Rube Goldberg Inc. All Rights Reserved. RUBE GOLDBERG ® is a registered trademark of Rube Goldberg Inc.
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oAl 2.

WEAR ONE OF OUR UMBRELLA-ALARMS AND NO ONE CAN STEAL YOUR UMBRELLA—By Goldberg

B e b e S

L
/Y

g A C
Y
T

AvLvals carRY A PRUNE-HOUND i1n YOUR UMBRELLA - WHEN THIEF'S HAMD GRABS UMBRELLA , PRUNE-HOUND (A) WAKES UP
AND JUMPS OUT FROM FRIGHT-HE HITS HEAD TERRIBLE BUMP oM FLOOR. AND STARTS CRYING — TEARS (8) WATER

pLanT (£) WHICH GRowWSs And Pulls 3TRING (D), OPENING
IS RAISED’ TO APPLE (W) HELD BETWEEN TWEEZERS (1) -

LoOSE. CONSEQUENTLY, Bow (L) SHeors ARRow (M) (NTO THREAD (N).CUTTING (T (M HALF AND DROPPING IMAGE
OF ANNETTE KELLERMEN (0) N0 Tre SoVB, GINING THE owner of TTHE URBRELLA \NSTANT WARNING ofF

foul PLAN,

oAl 3.

Self-Scrubbing Bath Brush

BOX (E) &ND RELEASING SPRING (F). BooB- BIRD (G)]
BIRD BITES APPLE, OPENING GRIP (J),LETTING corn(H

Pmrassore, BurTs JUMPS FROM A PLANE 1N
A MOTH-EATEN PARACHUTE, LANDS ON HIS
HEAD AND LIVES TO INVENT A SELF-
SCROUBBING BATH BRLSH.

P SLIPS FROM BATHERS HANDS. MonKeY B
OUTFIELOER(A)TRIES TO CATCH IT AND FUMBLES.
Soap(BHTS BormLE(C)WHICH FALLS ON HANDLE
OF HAIR BRUSH(D)CAUSING BRUSH TC FLY UP
IAND SMASH MIRROR(E).FLYING FRAGMENTS OF
GLASS cuT CORD(F) ALLOWING WEIGHT (G)TO DRoP| 22
AND PLLL STRING(H)WHICH oPENS Kook (I) J
RELEASING JACK-IN-THE-Box () WHICA JUMPS LP
AND HITS HANDLE () TURNING ON WATER. IN
SHoweR(L). AS WATER RUNS DOWN TROLGH

IT FALLS on miti-wheeLM)causing 1T o
REVOLVE AND WorRk BRUOSH(OQ)UP AND DOWN |

1| ) ) o) ) ) O ) 9

ON BATHER'S BACK.

You CAN RENT AN ORGAN AND KEEP
THE MONKEY BUSY WHEN YOL ARE
NOT TAKING A BATH.
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This is not an autobiography nor is it a book of recollections. In one way and another I
have used in my writings whatever has happened to me in the course of my life. Sometimes
an experience I have had has served as a theme and [ have invented a series of incidents
to illustrate it; more often [ have taken persons with whom I have been slightly or
intimately acquainted and used them as the foundation for characters of my invention. Fact
and fiction are so intermingled in my work that now, looking back on it, I can hardly
distinguish one from the other. It would not interest me to record the facts, even if I could
remember them, of which | have already made a better use. They would seem, moreover,
very tame. [ have had a varied, and often an interesting, life, but not an adventurous one. I
have a poor memory. I can never remember a good story till I hear it again and then I
forget it before I have had a chance to tell it to somebody else. I have never been able to
remember even my own jokes, so that I have been forced to go on making new ones. This
disability, I am aware, has made my company less agreeable than it might otherwise have
been.

[t is inevitable that in it I should say many things that I have said before; that is why I

have called it The Summing Up. When a judge sums up a case he recapitulates the facts
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that have been put before the jury and comments on the speeches of counsel. He does not
offer new evidence. And since I have put the whole of my life into my books much of what
I have to say will naturally have found a place in them. There are few subjects within the
compass of my interests that I have not lightly or seriously touched upon. All I can attempt
to do now is to give a coherent picture of my feelings and opinions: and here and there,
maybe, to state with greater elaboration some idea which the limitations I have thought fit
to accept in fiction and in the drama have only allowed me to hint at.

This book must be egotistic. It is about certain subjects that are important to me and it is
about myself because I can only treat of these subjects as they have affected me. But it is
not about my doings. I have no desire to lay bare my heart, and [ put limits to the intimacy
that I wish the reader to enter upon with me. There are matters on which [ am content to
maintain my privacy. No one can tell the whole truth about himself. It is not only vanity
that has prevented those who have tried to reveal themselves to the world from telling the
whole truth; it is direction of interest; their disappointment with themselves, their surprise
that they can do things that seem to them so abnormal, make them place too great an

emphasis on occurrences that are more common than they suppose. Rousseau in the

course of his Confessions narrates incidents that have profoundly shocked the sensibility of

mankind. By describing them so frankly he falsified his values and so gave them in his

book a greater importance than they had in his life. They were events among a multitude of

others, virtuous or at least neutral, that he omitted because they were too ordinary to seem

worth recording. There is a sort of man who pays no attention to his good actions, but is

tormented by his bad ones. This is the type that most often writes about himself. He leaves

out his redeeming qualities and so appears only weak, unprincipled and vicious.
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